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The history of karate's spread in the modern era is
marked by two significant milestones: its introduction
into the school education system in Okinawa in 1905, and
the commencement of formal instruction outside Okinawa
in 1922. One of the pivotal events leading to karate's
inclusion in school education was a demonstration by a
student in 1904. This exhibition presents the latest
research on modern karate history, starting with the
performance of this student, Seiyei Matsuda.

Introduction of Karate
into Okinawan Public Education

In 1905, karate was introduced into Okinawa Prefectural
Middle School, and by the following year, it was also
being taught at the Okinawa Prefectural Teacher’s
School. Upon graduating from the Teacher’s School,
students would be assigned as elementary school teachers
across Okinawa. This meant that karate practitioners
were being sent to elementary schools throughout the
prefecture, thereby facilitating the spread of karate within
the framework of school education across Okinawa.

The Full-Scale Spread of Karate
Outside Okinawa

In 1922, Gichin Funakoshi represented Okinawa at the "First
National Athletic Exhibition" organized by the Ministry of
Education (at the time) and exhibit karate. This trip to Tokyo
became the catalyst for Funakoshi to begin teaching and
promoting karate in the city. That same year, he published
Ryukyu Kempo Karate, which was the first-ever karate book
to be printed. In 1924, a karate club was established at Keio
University, followed by the founding of karate clubs at
several other universities in the Kanto region. Thus, karate
spread outside Okinawa, primarily through university clubs.

Special Exhibition
Traditional Songs Left by Karate Masters

This special exhibition will feature traditional songs left
behind by karate masters Seiyu Tomibaru and Gichin
Funakoshi. Tomibaru, a stage actor who also practiced
karate, was skilled in singing and playing the sanshin, and he
recorded songs during the Taisho era. Funakoshi,

in collaboration with musicians, preserved children's songs
and the songs of Chondara (traveling entertainers) in sheet
music. This exhibition will showcase these traditional songs
passed down by karate masters.

2024 Special Exhibition
Related Event Information

Opening Event

Date : Thursday, December 19, 2024, 2:00 PM

+Karate Demonstration

+[Permanent Exhibition Room]Special Explanatory Session “Items Connected with
Chojun Miyagi”

*[Special Exhibition RoomjGuided Talk

Related Lecture @O
[Seiyei Matsuda and Karate Practitioners in Hawaii]

Date : Friday, January 17, 2025, 2:00 — 4:00 PM
Place : Okinawa Karate Kaikan Seminar Room
Speaker : Akira Nakamura (Researcher, Okinawa Dento Karatedo Shinkokai)

Related Lecture ®
["EE" in Pre-War Hawaiian Newspapers]

Date : Friday, February 7,2025,2:00 .. _ _ _ _ _ . _ . >
—4:00 PM
Place : Okinawa Karate Kafkan
Seminar Room
Speaker : Masahiko Kuba (Curator,
QOkinawa Dento Karatedo
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